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" Long life, health and prosperity to the Ruler of this State, Her
Highness the Nawab Begum of Bhopal."

Delhi University 26th March 1923
The First Convocation

A distinguished and varied gathering was present at the first
convocation of Delhi University held this afternoon in the
Assembly Hall at Delhi. In addition to the gorgeous purple
and gold robes of the Chancellor (Lord Reading), Pro-Chancellor
(Sir ML Shafi), Vice-chancellor (Dr. Gour), and officers of the
University, there were 300 registered graduates, and the members
of the Court and of the Executive Council. There were also several
ladies who have taken degrees of the University. The members
of the Legislative Assembly and the Council of State mustered
strong.

The Chancellor was received by the officers of the University,
and conducted in a long and gorgeously robed procession to the
dais. On either side of him were seated the Pro-Chancellor and
the Vice-Chancellor. The first item was the conferment of
honorary degrees. Sir Mahammad Shafi, as Pro-Chancellor,
presented His Excellency the Chancellor with the honorary
degree of LL.D. The Chancellor returned the compliment by
conferring the same degree on the Pro-Chancellor.

Dr. Gour was then invested with the degree of Doctor of
Literature by the Chancellor.

His Excellency the Chancellor said: I am glad that it has
fallen to my lot to attend in an official capacity this inaugural
convocation of a University for whose future we all hold a high
measure of hope and expectation. Before I pass to other matters
I wish to pay a tribute to those whose efforts I know you have
in mind to-day, to those whose care and labour have made it
possible to hold this convocation. First, I must congratulate
the Hon. Sir Mahammad Shafi, who, as Member of the Governor-
General's Council in charge of the Department of Education,
launched the Delhi University Bill in the Legislature, the fifth
successful measure of this nature while he was in charge of this
portfolio, guided it through the difficulties of its passage, and
saw it safely anchored in the harbour of the statute book at last
as Act V of 1922, an Act to establish and incorporate a unitary
teaching and residential University at Delhi. I need hardly
say that a university which owes its legal existence to his efforts,
cordially welcomes him as one of its officers. The power to